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The weakening of sports nationalism in 2000s’ Korea

Junyoung Chung

Dept. of Culture & Liberal Arts
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From the start of the modern sports in Korea, Korean people
thought the sports as a means of resistance and developed the
sports nationalism. It strengthened in the dictatorial regimes and
consolidated as a kind of statism. Korean dictatorial regimes used
the sports to secure their weak legitimacy and in that process
developed the elite sports in Korea.

But from the 1990s the sports nationalism in Korea started to
weaken. There were many factors to influence the trend and
among them the proliferation of the participatory sports within the
Korean people was most important.

The spread of the participatory sports in Korea started mainly
to strengthen the personal health. But from the 2000s many
Korean people was immersed in sports to magnify their personal
satisfactions. This change can be named as the individualization of
the sports and it systematically weakend the sports nationalism in

Korea.
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With the spread of the individualization of the sports, Korean
people could overcome the sports nationalism. But it could
undermine the collectivism of the sports which had been the origin
of the sports and still has many positive potentials. So we need
the appropriate solutions to maximize the positive potentials of the
sports collectivism and to minimize the negative potentials of the

sports nationalism.

| Key Words | sports statism, sports nationalism, individualization of
the sports, participatory sports
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