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Why teachers are the guardians of leisure?

Kwon, Yeongmin

Dept. of Education
KNOU

The purpose of this article is to clarify the epistemological
meaning of the ancient concept of leisure and to explore the
relationship between leisure and true knowledge. After the
scientific revolution, modern people tend to regard even
knowledge as part of labor, but ancient people thought that true
knowledge could not be obtained only through their own efforts.
For the ancients, the time for true knowledge, the time to fill the
limits or voids of their efforts, was leisure. The ancients
recognized the limits of human effort through leisure and came to
have a humble attitude.

When comparing churches, schools, and factories in terms of the
relationship between leisure (grace) and work, teachers are in a
very difficult position compared to clergy and labor inspectors. For
a church or a factory, it is not a problem for grace or work to
overwhelm other activities, but for a school, when work
overwhelms leisure, it loses its social function.

In modern education, where the relationship between school and

WAHE Al K7te S ARIIE? | HFR! - 035



its etymology, leisure, is gradually fading, the search for the
ancient meaning of leisure will enable reflection on the original
function of school, and further it will evoke the meaning of

teachers as guardians of leisure.

| Key Words | work, grace, teacher, guardian, true knowledge
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