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A Philological Study on the Alteration

in the Number of Characters per Line in Worinseokbo

Ho-kwon Lee

Dept. of Korean Language and Literature
KNOU

Worinseokbo is a book published in a total of 25 volumes in
1459 (the 5th year of the reign of King Sejo) by combining
Worincheongangjigok and Seokbosangjeol. Even though the king
was involved in the publication, there are many cases where the
number of characters per line changes. The root cause of this
alteration is that many additions and modifications were made to
the Seokbosangjeol section of Worinseokbo. The compiler of
Worinseokbo shows a tendency to be more faithful to the contents
of the original Buddhist scriptures rather than Seokbosangjeol. As
a result, Worinseokbo is often added or modified even after the
manuscript, which is the basis for engraving, is completed. The
result is the change in the number of characters per line in the
current version of Worinseokbo. This paper aimed to identify the
bibliographical characteristics of this book by examining all the

parts with alterations in the number of characters per line in the

FelolMe, ek(f730) 2 BoH(Fe)oll st MXIX 0% | oS3 - 163



Worinseokbo and examining the types and causes of the changes.
The change in the number of characters per line was mostly due
to the addition or modification of the contents after the completion
of the manuscript. Some of them were revised after the engraving
was completed, and others were revised after the publication was

completed.

| Key Words | Worinseokbo, Worincheongangjigok, Seokbosangjeol,

the number of characters, alteration
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