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Some Currents of the Korean Oriental

Fantasy Novels since the 2000s.

Joonyoung Chung
Dept. of Culture & Liberal Arts KNOU

This article examines several trends in Korean oriental fantasy
novels since the 2000s. After the emergence of new oriental
fantasy novels in the mid-1990s, oriental fantasy novels began to
show some different trends from the past. As new oriental fantasy
novels gained attention and many new writers appeared, these
trends became more diverse after the 2000s. Given that oriental
fantasy novels are novels that most directly reflect readers' desires,
these various trends can help provide a glimpse into the desires of
the members of our society since the 2000s. The decline of
coming-of-age novels, oriental fantasy novels with the
disappearance of revenge, changes in the structure of
confrontation, the corruption of forces for good, the activities of
non-Murim people, reincarnated protagonists, oriental fantasy
novels with Koreans as the main characters, and attacks by

jiangshi are representative examples of these new trends. However,
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these trends in oriental fantasy novels are not just limited to
oriental fantasy novels, but can also be commonly found in other
popular culture genres. And these common trends include
confusion in terms of interpreting the world around oneself, the
desire to acquire a single perspective to overcome this confusion,
a vague anxiety whose cause is unknown and the desire to
overcome it. It seems that the desire to resolve the dissatisfaction
with reality, which is widespread despite the inability to do so, and

the desire to resolve this desire rationally, are mixed.
| Key Words | Korean oriental fantasy novel, new oriental fanasy

novel, coming-of-age novel, revenge, forces for good,

non-Murim people, reincarnation, jiangshi
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