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Critical Consideration of ‘Elderly’ Discourse

Focusing on Cicero’s <On Old Age>

Yoo, Bum-Sang

Dept. of Social Welfare
KNOU

This paper is a critical examination of Elderly discourse. First, we
examine the content of Elderly discourse, focusing on Cicero's <On
Old Age>, which philosophically justifies the image of the elderly.
Then, the purpose of this paper is to examine critical discussions on
Elderly discourse, focusing on Beauvoir's discussion. Through this, we
would like to critically examine the meaning of Elderly discourse at
a time when the baby boom generation and the democratization
generation are entering old age.

Cicero consistently praises old age in his book <On Old Age>. In
the same context as Plato's argument that becoming a philosopher king
is possible only in old age, Cicero sees old age as a time to know
the meaning of life. However, I believe that in old age, if one does
not develop oneself, not everyone will have the same time as a wise
man. In response to this, Beauvoir criticizes Cicero's old age in the

book <OIld Age>, saying that old age is only possible for the wealthy.
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He argues that the structure of inequality and class must change in
order for ordinary elderly people, not those with power and economic
power, to be able to develop themselves. This paper examines Cicero's
praise of old age based on Beauvoir's discussion, and examines the

conditions under which diversity in old age is secured.

| Key Words | Elderly discourse, Old Age, Cicero, praise of old age,

Beauvoir, the structure of inequality
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