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The demand for a crackdown on Japanese pirates by
the Emperor Hongwu of the Ming Dynasty and the
response of the Goryeo Dynasty

Yi, Young
Department of Japanese Studies

Korea National Open University

Based on the results of research that active response to Japanese
pirates through the reconstruction of the naval forces of King
Gongmin's army played a decisive role in the oppression of Japanese
pirates at the end of Goryeo, this paper reviewed the background of
the sudden change of policy in October 1373 of King Gongmin's 22nd
year, contrary to the previous policy.

In the background, there was a new situation that Yuan dynasty,
which fled to the North, and Ming who emerged as the new ruler of
the mainland China, encountered the border with Goryeo. And
Hongwu's demand for a crackdown on Japanese pirates.

In order to dispel Hongwu's strong and specific threat of invading
Goryeo, the Goryeo government had to take aggressive anti-Japanese

pirate measures, unlike before, in response to his demand for a
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crackdown on Japanese pirates. It was to actively defend Japanese
pirates from the sea by building 300-500 ships that Hongwu demanded
for Goryeo.

King Gongmin’s 22nd year(1373) finally began rebuilding the naval

force in October.

| Key Words | Emperor Hongwu of the Ming Dynasty demanded that
Goryeo suppress Japanese pirates, Reconstruction of
the navy during the reign of King Gongmin, Debate
on land warfare and naval warfare, Choi Mu-seon's
plan to suppress Japanese pirates using gunpowder and

firearms.
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